Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Australia’s Travel Restrictions on DPRK Citizens

Australia tightened travel restrictions on DPRK citizens in October 2006 in response
to the DPRK’s first test of a nuclear bomb. The Australian Government regards the
DPRK’s development of nuclear weapons as a serious threat to peace and security,
and a challenge to global non-proliferation and disarmament objectives. Australia’s
travel restrictions on DPRK citizens are one of a number of measures, including the
enforcement of United Nations sanctions, intended to press the DPRK to abandon its
pursuit of nuclear weapons. Currently, Australia’s travel restrictions on DPRK
citizens impose a general ban on visas to Australia for all DPRK citizens.

The ban applies to all visa subclasses for which satisfying Migration Regulations
1994 Public Interest Criterion 4003 is a requirement for grant. This applies to most
visa subclasses, including Subclass 676 Tourist Visa and Subclass 456 Business
(Short Stay) Visa. The ban is implemented on a case-by-case basis by the Minister
for Foreign Affairs determining that the visa applicant’s presence in Australia is, or
would be, contrary to Australia’s foreign policy interests. Every application for an
affected visa subclass by a DPRK citizen will be referred to Australia’s Minister for
Foreign Affairs to make a decision whether to apply the ban. Visa applicants should
note that this process takes some time, usually several months.

In order to inform the decision of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, DPRK citizens
who apply for a visa subject to the ban are required to provide the following
information:

Details of any travel to the DPRK.

Details of any dealings with the DPRK, the DPRK Government or persons in
the DPRK, including business dealings and financial connections.

Details of any dealings with organisations in other countries that provide
financial or other support to the DPRK (for example: Japan’s General
Association of Korean Residents - Chosen Soren).
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